








The correspondence is included in members packs circulated prior to the meeting for their 

information. 

2.9 SOLAS Funding 2025 & Initial 2026 funding 

Mr. Eamon Murphy, Director of Organisation Support & Development advised members that 

the final 2025 SOLAS funding allocation was €95.34 million. Mr. Murphy further advised the 

meeting that SOLAS issued a letter in December 2025 detailing indicative funding for 2026 in 

the amount of €96.21 million, an overall increase in Budget of €872,400. It was further noted 

that considering the public sector pay increases for 2026 along with the impact of the 2025 

increases, this is estimated to be in the region of 2.43%, which has been included in the 

indicative budget. A Finance Working Group is being established to plan and support the  

budgetary situation. 

The Director of Further Education and Training thanked the Finance team who are in the 

process of developing a budget monitoring process aligned to the five funding pots and will 

work closely with SOLAS on this process. The Internal Audit Unit (IAU) have published a 

Sectoral Report on Further Education and Training Management and Accounting processes 

and budgetary control audit. This report will guide us in improving the budgetary processes 

and will be referred to the Finance and Audit & Risk Committees in the first instance. Further 

updates will be provided to the Board. 

The Chief Executive acknowledged it appears that there is a difference between what the 

Government is saying regarding investment in Apprenticeships and what is then being 

provided in funding. 

The Chairperson suggested writing to the Minister with a proposal to meet to discuss this 

matter. 

Members agreed to writing to Minister James Lawless to invite him to visit one of the Campus 

in the ETB. 

The correspondence is included in members packs circulated prior to the meeting for their 

information. 

3.1 and 3.2 Parliamentary Questions - Limerick Youth Service 2026 Budget. 

There was one Parliamentary Question. 

The correspondence is included in members packs circulated prior to the meeting for their 

information. 

The Chief Executive informed members that she had been contacted by local TDs and 

Councillors regarding the funding of Limerick Youth Service (LYS), and had also received 

correspondence from the Chairperson of LYS on the matter. She reported that she met with 

both the Chairperson and the Chief Executive Officer of LYS in December to discuss the funding 

position. Members were advised that the funding reduction for 2026 will be 10 percent, rather 

than the originally indicated 20 percent. 

SI Page 










